Effects of feeding lasalocid on performance of broilers in moderate and hot temperature regimens.
Three trials were conducted in environmental chambers to study the effects of feeding lasalocid on broiler performance. Birds were randomly assigned at 31 or 35 days of age to one of four treatment groups: hot cyclic (26.7 to 37.8 C and 90 to 40% RH) with basal diet; hot cyclic with lasalocid diet (88 mg/kg); moderate constant (21 C and 50% RH) with basal diet; or moderate constant with lasalocid diet. All birds were killed and processed 2 wk after the start of each trial. Percentage of carcass yield and fat pad weight were determined. In the moderate temperature regimen, lasalocid feeding caused a depression in the 2nd wk gain (469 versus 486 g) but not in the final 2-wk gain. In the hot temperature regimen, birds fed lasalocid gained significantly more weight in the 2nd wk than those fed the basal diet (341 g versus 325 g) and had a significantly better feed conversion in the 2nd wk (2.04 versus 2.61) and overall (2.07 versus 2.32) than those fed the basal diet.